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. A Ticker's Ideas Compared with the **Scientific” Contention that 
Socialism tat Fixed and Subject to no Variation 
—Fact vs. Fancy 
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Under the title ‘‘How Is Scientific So¬ 
cialism Possible?" there has appeared a 
lecture delivered by Edward Bernstein 
before the Berlin Society of Students, 
an organization devoted to the study of 
social science. We take from it the fol¬ 
lowing extracts, which appear to us of 
interest to American Socialists: 

“Science is, when we try to define it 
concisely, merely‘systematized knowl- 
■ edge. Knowledge means the recogni¬ 
tion of the true essence and relation of 
things. As, however, according to the 
state of knowledge at a given time, there 
can be only one science covering a cer¬ 
tain field of knowledge. 

“In respect to the so-called exact sci¬ 
ences, this is generally recognized. Ii 
will hardly occur to anybody to talk 
about liberal physics, socialistic mathe¬ 
matics. conservative chemistry, and so 
forth. Is it different with the science of 
the history of man and social institu¬ 
tions? I can not admit it and consider 
a 'Socialistic social science’ simply 
nonsense. 

“Wherever we meet views of that kind 
- we find after careful investigation that 
the mistake consists in the underestima¬ 
tion or ignoring of the difference be¬ 
tween scientifically formulated theories 
or doctrines and science itself. 

“That socialism is and can not be a 
pure science seems to me proven by 
what has just been stated The defini¬ 
tion as expressed in the term excludes 
it. No ‘ism’ is a science. What we sig¬ 
nify by 'isms’ are points of view, ten¬ 
dencies, systems of thought or demands, 
but not sciences . 

“The foundation of any real or gen¬ 
uine science is experience. It builds 
upon accumulated knowledge. Social¬ 
ism, however, is a theory of a coming 
state of society and, therefore, lacks the 
characteristic features of a strictly sci¬ 
entific conclusion. Nevertheless, there 
is an intimate relation between Socialism 
as represented by Social Democracy and 
science. Socialism draws in larger and 
larger measure upon the armory of sci- 

— encc as the source of its^trength. 

“As a political party it^ands nearest 
to scityice, representing a movement of 
an ascending class. As such it is freer 
in its criticism of the existing order than 
any other party or movement. And free¬ 
dom of criticism furnishes the funda¬ 
mental principle or perquisite of scien¬ 
tific insight. 

“Society is a living, developing organ¬ 
ization, and the party or class whose 
tendency is in the direction of progress 
and development may naturally be ex¬ 
pected to show the greatest interest in 
knowledge and social development. This 
interest is present in the Social Democ¬ 
racy, because the knowledge of social 
inter-relations furnishes a means by 
which social progress can be accelerated. 
At the same time, this knowledge of 
social inter-relations can- be used as a 
means to remove all conditions check¬ 
ing or retarding social evolution. 

“Socialism is, as before stated, in a 
certain degree always a result of our 
will, but by no means of our fancy. In 
_ order to reach its desired goal Social- 

A PROGRESSIVE 

PLATF ORM D EMANDED 

The impending convention at Indian¬ 
apolis is one the importance of which all 
realize. It can cramp the movement into 
a narrow circle, or it can give it breadth 
and vitality. The real details of organi¬ 
zation are of minor importance; the 
question is whether or not the party will 
adopt a strong, progressive platform. 

There are many Socialists who believe 
in a simple revolutionary declaration, 
who are agaimt any improvement of 
. conditions, unlesa it is accomplished by 
the clajs-conscious workingmen through 
their own party and their own represen¬ 
tatives. * 

On the other hand there are other So¬ 
cialists who are willing to accept any¬ 
thing which will tend to a relief from the 
economic tpirdens which they bear, al¬ 
ways bearing in mind that they are 
simply steps to the complete overthrow 
of the entire capitalist system. 

Some are going to this convention 
with the avowed purpose of adopting a 
preamble and leaving the platform and 
. its immediate demands to different local¬ 
ities, o? subject to the approval of a cen¬ 
tral committee, which will place os In a 

- position to keep up a most beautiful 
Egfa Tand ^all^ y i n t lus^focM the 


ism needs the knowledge of the forces 
of society and their inter-relatkm, as a 
leading principle. ^ 

“The title, ‘Scientific Socialism,’ is 
misleading, as it may intimate that So¬ 
cialism as a theory is pure science. This 
conception is not only a mistaken one, 
but it brings Socialism in jeopardy, be¬ 
cause it is calculated to depriv * it of one 
of the chief prerogatives of scientific 
judgment—namaty, of scientific impar¬ 
tiality. Each sentence in a given scien- 
tificconstructionof Socialism is then con¬ 
sidered as a necessary link in the claim 
of Socialistic proofs in the form in which 
it is expressed. This is likely to be of 
great disadvantage in practical work. 
Therefore, I would prefer such a term 
of Socialism that would express the idea 
that it is based upon scientific insight 
and recognizes that as its leading prin¬ 
ciple, but at the same time indicates that 
it does not claim to be science, and, as 
such, is not fixed and settled at any time. 
It is always subject to variation. The 
term that best expresses the essence of 
this 'ism’ is Critical Snrr-Hsm—the 
word ’critical’ being used in the Kan- 
tean sense of scientific criticism.” 

So much for Bernstein’s thought-pi;o- 
voking views. They will not be alto¬ 
gether new to readers of The Herald, 
which has stood for Socialism as an art 
dealing with social phenomena and evo¬ 
lution. The contention of the self-styled 
‘'scientific" Socialists that Socialism is 
formulated, fixed, settled, subject to no 
variation (as the editor of The Challenge 
recently declared) is pure nonsense; to 
call it science is folly. Socialism with¬ 
out variation is dead. A "science” that 
has nothing new to develop is a contra¬ 
diction in terms. If Socialism is as firm¬ 
ly fixed as a theorem in mathematics, 
how do you explain Bernstein vs. Kant- 
skv, Jaures vs. Guesde.De Leon vs. Wil- 
shire, and other conflicting and contend¬ 
ing personalities in the movement ? 

Insisting upon a "scientific” Social¬ 
ism. Socialists who are not scientists op¬ 
pose immediate demands in a political 
platform. They advocate a declaration 
of principles which could be convenient¬ 
ly io'atcd on the point of a needle and 
include all their "science." but as a mat¬ 
ter of cold fact would be nothing more, 
according to Bernstein and The Herald, 
than a meaningless jargon of revolution¬ 
ary cant. 

On the other hand. Socialists who are 
not "scientific," or at least do not repeat 
with tiresome and ridiculous iteration a 
phraseology that belongs to the region 
of fancy and not to the realm of fact, 
who study social phenomena and evolu¬ 
tion with a view to using their knowl¬ 
edge in the interest and for the benefit 
of society, that is the oppressed, the pro¬ 
letariat, do favor and insist upon a prac¬ 
tical platform of progressive and far- 
reaching reforms, never losing sight of 
the ultimate supremacy of the producers 
of wealth over all farms of injustice and 
exploitation—a condition which can be 
established only by the social ownership 
of the tools of production and facilities 
of distribution. 


There is no sense in this convention 
adopting a preamble and leaving the 
fight to be carried on throughout the 
country, when there is a difference of 
principle which should be disposed of. 
Those who are in favor of a cataclysmic 
declaration, hollering three cheers for a 
co-operative commonwealth and against 
everything that may benefit the people 
as reforms should stand together, and 
those who believe in a progressive pro¬ 
gram should likewise take their position 
together and on principle at least, we 
should have a definite understanding, 
and to my mind, after a year or two, a 
great many who have heretofore been so 
wise will wake up to the realization that 
there is a difference in principle among 
socialists, and mere personalities have 
simply been demagogical sidelights. 

- Seymour Stedman. 

Among those who may attei^l the In¬ 
dianapolis convention from Chicago we 
have heard mentioned the following: 
Mrs. Corinne S. Brown, Mrs. Kate 
Johnson, Philip S. Brown, Seymour 
Stedman, C. T. H. Westphal, W. J. Mc- 
Sweeney, R. J. Robinson, Charles Tyl, 
F. Hlavacek, J. A. Ambrot, Isador La- 
doff and A. S. Edwards. » 

Comrades in Illinois branches can 
send their credentials to any of the fore- 
friMr.fajpw of headquarters, or to C. 

fWatarv of the state 


__ ^ foe Conventiooi..©^ 

The foBowing circular letter has been 
issued by the committee of arrange¬ 
ments for the Indianapolis convention: 

Pursuant to instructions which we 
have received from our respective na¬ 
tional headquarters, and in conformity 
with notices issued from the same 
sources regarding the National Unity 
convention of Socialist parties to be held 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, cm July 29th, 
1 1901, we herewith extend you a cordial 
invitation to be present at said conven- 
tion. 

Being instructed to make such ar¬ 
rangements as -would conduce to the 
economy and convenience of the dele¬ 
gates and facilitate the work of the con¬ 
vention, we hereby inform you that said 
convention will be held in Masonic Hall, 
corner of Washington street and Capitol 
avenue, and will be called to order at 
10:00 o’clock on the morning of Mon¬ 
day, July 29th, 1901. 

The Grand hotel, located at Illinois 
and Maryland streets, two blocks north 
of the . Union Station, having made a 
special rate of $2.00 per day, has been se¬ 
lected by us as the headquarters of the 
convention. 

Cheap rooms and restaurants may 
also be found in the vicinity of the con¬ 
vention hall, and arrangements may he 
made to reserve rooms by forwarding 
instructions to George E. Mills. i22'o 
E. Court street, or to William Mahoney. 
120 N. Penn, street, Suite 18. 

A special rate of one fare and a third 
has been procured upon the following 
terms: Those attending convention 

must purchase first-class tickets within 
three days from opening of convention, 
not including Sunday, and must get a 
certificate from the railroad agent show¬ 
ing that such ticket was bought to attend 
the Socialist convention. These certifi¬ 
cates must be presented at convention 
on 31st day of July to he signed by sec¬ 
retary and representative of railroad. 
Upon fulfillment of these conditions a 
return ticket may be purchased for one- 
third regular fare; provided, that there 
t>e at least one hundred certificates rep¬ 
resenting tickets for which not less than 
seventy-five cents have been paid. 

It is important that at least one hun¬ 
dred certificates be presented in order to 
get the benefit o' the reduction, and 
these tickets must not be sold or specu¬ 
lated in, as the patty is pledged to re¬ 
deem all such at foil rates. 

Hoping that your respective organiza¬ 
tions will be represented with delegates 
contributing their wisest counsel to the 
assembled Socialist forces, we conclude 
by proffering our labor in the perform¬ 
ance of any services which we may he 
able to render to visiting delegates. 
Yours fraternally, 

Geo. E. Mill,. 

R. Grculing. 

J. \Y. Kcllv. 

M. H. Wetcl, 

Wm. Croke. 

Leon Greenbaum, 

E. Val Putnam, 

M. S. Hayes. 

. Wm. L. Hamilton, 
Wm. Mahoney. 

Joint Committee on Arrangements. 

Illinois Social Democrats 

A special meeting of the Social Demo¬ 
crats of Illinois affiliated with 126 Wash¬ 
ington street will be held at Lauter- 
bach's hall. North Clark street. Chicago, 
Sunday afternoon, July 21, at 2:30, to 
which all members of the branches in 
this state arc urgently invited. 

Branches throughout the state not in¬ 
tending to send a delegate to Indianap¬ 
olis may forward their credentials to 
the secretary of this committee. 

Arthur Dennison, Chairman. 

C. T. H. Westphal. Secretary. 

Unprecedented Meetings 

The attendance at Comrade E. V. 
Debs' meetings in South Dakota, where 
he spoke on Socialism under Chautau¬ 
qua assembly auspices, was unprece¬ 
dented in the history of that state. He 
has already been engaged for next year, 
provided he can fill the appointments, 
and everywhere the people are clamor¬ 
ous for his return. At Aberdeen he 
broke all records of attendance and re¬ 
ceipts, it being the biggest day in the 
twelve years’ history of the assembly, 
exceeding “Bryan Day" two years, 
which had the recqrd until the Social¬ 
ist day this year. 

Hie dangerous channel in East river 
between the mainland and Long Island, 
known as “Hell Gate,” is properly “Hurl 
Gate/’ owing to the hurl and whirl bi 
the water in passing through the chan¬ 
nel. The battleship Massachusets re¬ 
cently went through the gate unharmed, 
and steamers,of equal length, carrying 
hundreds of passengers, daily navigate 
the channel, to improve the navigation 
of which the 


NARROW DOGMATISM IN 

THE SOCIAL MOVEMENT 
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Socialists Who Arrogate to Themselves the Privilege 0 1 Determining 
What the Convention Shall Do—Social Democrats 
Will Not Be Browbeaten 


When the chairman's gavel falls on the first 
aeasion all organizations participating in the 
convention moat forever cease to esist as hav¬ 
ing any political significance, and anv attempt 
to revive them is the worst of treason to the 
proletariat of America. 

—A. M. Simona in Inter. Soc. Review. 

The Herald congratulates the Social¬ 
ists of the various organizations to be 
represented in the Indianapolis conven¬ 
tion. called in response to the action of 
the Social Democratic party last Janu¬ 
ary, that in the six months elapsed since 
the proposition for a union convention 
was adopted there has been so little said 
by any representative of the different 
(actions to complicate the situation or 
engender new causes for strife. Wc 
have on our part entirely refrained, even 
against provocation designed to have 
• he opposite effect, from involving the 
comrades in any fresh and acrimonious 
discussion. And this wc have done sole¬ 
ly in the interest of harmony and final 
unity. A decent regard for the rights 
of the delegates, as well as our own self 
respect and loyalty to the decisions of 
our own organization, compel us, how- 
c\er, to enter a firm protest against 
the spirit of arrogance and discord mani¬ 
fested in the above quotation from an 
article by A. M. Simons in the Interna¬ 
tional Socialist Review. When and bv 
whom was A. M. Simons or the Review 
invested with the prerogatives of deter¬ 
mining in advance of the convention 
'•hat it shall or shall not do? Who 
elm lied him with the office of dictator? 
V\ hence docs he derive tile right to is- 
m'c bulls and formulate threats against 
Socialists—even the "Chicago" faction? 

1 .i t us understand each other: Wc of 
the Social Democratic partv are quite 
willing to unite, if in its collective wis¬ 
dom the convention finds a practical 
and honorable way for us to do 
i*-.- Wc hope that Avav may de*i 
found—we will help find it." But we 
absolutely refuse to be united in ac¬ 
cordance with any plan Editor Simons 
and othars may have "up their sleeve.” 
Not Simons, nor any coterie ill sym¬ 
pathy with him. shall determine for us 
tin terms upon which wc will unite. This 
shall be done by the convention, bv the 
entire body of delegates conferring and 
reasoning together for the benefit of the 
Socialist cause. Any departure from 


INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

Hr KAHL K.UrsKr 

When the Socialists declare the abo¬ 
lition of private property-in the instru¬ 
ments of production to be unavoidable, 
lie does not mean that some fine morn¬ 
ing. without helping themselves, the ex¬ 
ploited classes will find the ravens feed¬ 
ing them. The Social _ considers the 
breakdown of the present social sys¬ 
tem to be unavoidable, because he 
knows that the economic evolution in¬ 
evitably brings on those conditions that 
will compel the exploited classes to rise 
against this system of private owner¬ 
ship; that this system multiplies the 
number and the strength of the exploit¬ 
ed and diminishes the number and 
strength of the exploiting classes both 
oi whom are still adhering to it; and j 
that it will finally lead to such unbear- : 
able conditions "for the masses of the 
population that they will have no alter¬ 
native but either to go down in silence 
or to overthrow the system of property. 

Such a revolution may assume mani¬ 
fold forms according to the circum¬ 
stances under which jt is effected. It 
by no means must necessarily bo accom¬ 
panied with violence and bloodshed 
There are instances in the history of 
mankind when the ruling classes were 
either so exceptionally clear sighted, or 
so particularly weak and cowardly, that 
they submitted to the inevitable and vol¬ 
untarily abdicated. Neither is it neces¬ 
sary that the social revolution be de¬ 
cided at one blow; such probably never 
was the case. Revolutions prepare 
themselves by years and decades of 
economic and political struggles and 
changes; th$y are accomplished under 
constant ups and downs sustained by 
the conflicting classes and parties; not 
infrequently are interrupted by long 
periods of reaction. Nevertheless, how¬ 
ever manifold the forms may be which 
a revolution may assume, never yet was 
any revolution ' accomplished without 
vigorous action on the part of those 


that program will be a “petty exhibition 
of jealousy, narrow partisanship and ig¬ 
norant insularity,” not promotive of 
union but of personal ambitions and ani¬ 
mosities. 

Again,' let us understand each other; 
it is so much better than assuming a role 
that makes one ridiculous: The Social 
Democratic party has by general vote 
decided that the results of the Indian¬ 
apolis convention shall be submitted for 
approval to the organization by referen¬ 
dum. 'Hie five members of the com¬ 
mittee of arrangements representing us 
arc charged with the duty of carrying 
out this mandate of the party. No del¬ 
egate in that convention will have the 
right to do anything in violation of the 
expressed will of the party in this re¬ 
spect. Now- comes Editor Simons and 
lays in effect: "Any delegate represent¬ 
ing the Social Democratic party (of Chi¬ 
cago. of course, for no other can be re¬ 
ferred to) who does not abandon that 
organization when the chairman's gavel 
falls on the first session will be a trait¬ 
or !” Such language is neither wise, 
diplomatic, nor sensible. It evinces a 
distinctly hostile and implacable spirit. 
It is a denial of professions of unity. It 
is mischievous, discordant and loolish. 

We sincerely hope, for the sake of 
unity and the forward movement of So¬ 
cialism, that few delegates will go to In¬ 
dianapolis animated bv a motive so en¬ 
tirely opposed to reason and common 
sense. \\ e of the. Social Democratic 
party will go there, not to be brow¬ 
beaten by those who arrogate to them¬ 
selves any sort of superiority or allow 
their petty personal littlenesses to over¬ 
come whatever nature, iq. a compensat¬ 
ing mood, may have attempted to do for 
them, but as comrades pledged to the 
object for which the convention is held 
— Socialist Unity—and as such entitled 
to and demanding thi; whvn thy * J :! 
man's gavel falls calling the Ifirst 
to order it shall be on a convention of? 
Socialists gathered together, dn equal 
terms and with equal rights, to confer 
over, reason about and, let us all hope, 
to finally formulate a plan of union 
which will be acceptable to every dele¬ 
gate and to every organization repre¬ 
sented. In such a convention there will 
be no necij for the branding iron or an 
impertinent censor hissing “treason" 
and deciding what it shall or shall not do. 


system of property to be unable to abol¬ 
ish the contradictions which the pres¬ 
ent economic development has pro¬ 
duced. he by no means implies that all 
struggles on the part of the exploited 
against their present sufferings are use¬ 
less within the framework of the exist- f 
ing social order; or that they should 
patiently accommodate themselves to all,' 
ill-treatments and forms of exploitation 
which the capital system may decree to 
them, or that so long as they are at all 
exploited, it matters little how. What 
he does mean is that the exploited 
classes should not overrate the social re¬ 
forms and should not imagine that 
through them the existing conditions 
inn he rendered satisfactory to them. 
The exploited class should carefully ex¬ 
amine all proposed social reforms that - 
are offered to them.' 

The Pope's “Bull” 

The Pope is encouraging the organi¬ 
zation of a Catholic (scab), working- 
men's association in Italy (or the pur¬ 
pose of combating the regular trades 
unions and Socialism. Says a otspatchi 
from Rome, dated July 12: 

“These societies will supply worki 
men to take places of the strikers. / 
associations have a membership of 
000. The Pope believes in the I 
theory that a man has the right to 
for an employer or not to work for 
but he concedes to the employed 
right to employ men on such terms 
conditions as he sees fit.” ,, 


The empire’s standing army now has 
75,000 men. a large number of horses 
and mules and a full quota of asses. F 
ty thousand soldiers stationed in 1 
Philippine islands, 10,000 in Porto* P 
and Hawaii, 5,000 in Cuba, and the 
maining 20,000 are doing 
work, including murdering 
at any time capitalism may de 
services. Washington CitJ is nut 
ficers, naval and military, tricked 
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lygamy and harems, to say nothing of 
their moral aspects. And yet Emperor 
McIOnley keens on the pay rolls of his ^ 

empire, the saltan of Jolo and hts dozen ^***(**<1 
datoo, each one of whom runs a harem, 0 f what S 
more or less numerously provided with 
wives, and “Old Glory” protects the 
abominable combination of filth. 
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CHICAGO, SATUBDAT, JULY 30 , 1901 . 


Social Democratic Party Vote 

1900 (PRESIDENTIAL) 97,024 

Certainly, there is an increase of 
wealth, but there is also an increase of 
poverty, else statistical figures lie like a 
Munchausen. 

If workingmen would reflect that but 
for their' work, chaos would take the 
place of order, they would unite and rule 
the world*—particularly that portion of 
it known as the United States of Amcr- 


Dana Ricardo, in solving the prob¬ 
lems of political economy, proceeded so 
far that he discovered workingmen to be 
a “commodity.” A case of scientific in¬ 
sanity, or as Festus said to Paul. "Much 
learning doth make thee mad.” ' 

The cost of manufacturing steel rails 
has been materially reduced, but Mor¬ 
gan's billion dollar steel trust has ad¬ 
vanced the price $2.00 a ton. The trust 
controls thousands of miles of railroads, 
and thus has a sure thing. 

“The Dingley tariff,” says a lepublican 
paper, “is the mother of trusts and plu¬ 
tocracy,” and that "it puls a tax on home 
consumption that foreigners may buy 
our products at a low price.” For such 
things there is no help under republican¬ 
ism. — 

* Dobs history repeat itself? Certainly. 
Old Ccmimodore Vanderbilt, founder of 
the New York Central dynasty, dealt' 
largely in politicians. Members of the 
legislature, and J, Gould dealt in judges, 
and in these regards history is a cease¬ 
less repeater. 

The Chinese of Chicago have import¬ 
ed an up-to-date Joss from {ho celestial 
empire. It is made of wood, artistically 
carved and painted, and the almond-evcd 
sons of the sun say, “Me like Melicans. 
in Joss we trust. Wc make him all 
righty. No Yankee Doodle in Joss." 

The Chinese government has com¬ 
plied with the demand of Germany and 
will send a prince of the realm to Berlin 
to tell the kaiser that it regrets the kill¬ 
ing of the German ambassador at Pekin. 
The apology will be a diplomatic lie, in 
which there is nothing singular, since 
all diplomacy is of that character. 

J. Pierpont Morgan disposed of $100,- 
000,000 billion dollar steel trust stock 
while in Europe,and expended$1,000.000 
for pictures and bric-a-brac, showing 
himself to he about as big a fool as 
Count Boni de Castellano, who is squan¬ 
dering as much of old Jay Gould's estate 
as he can grab. 

Germany boasts of having 107 electric 
railways with 1,792 miles of track and 
5,974 biotor cars. But the state of Mas¬ 
sachusetts alone has 1,913 miles of elec¬ 
tric railway track with 6.531 motor cars. 
Germany^ hustle as much as she may, 
will haye to play second fiddle to the 
United. 1 States. 

In Kansas suicide has become cpidcm- 


Twenty-five young men, seeking ad¬ 
mission to the West Point military acad¬ 
emy, were turned down on account of 
defective eyesight. If such rigorous ex¬ 
aminations were practiced in admitting 
members to congress, legislatures and to 
the judiciary, the resulting benefits 
would astonish and delight the people. 

The supreme court, which has made 
the constitution of no more consequence 
than the decree of a Hottentot chief, 
brings to the front the fact that but for 
the constitution there could have been 
neither government, supreme court, con¬ 
gress nor president. The question be¬ 
fore the American people is. “Will the 
people save the constitution?" 

Some one predicts that Edward VII. 
will not be coronated in 1902. indeed, 
the soothsayer puts it that he will never 
be coronated. Perhaps. What of it? 
Coronations are not only foolish pa¬ 
geants, but abominably expensive and 
as the workingmen of England pay the 
cost it will he by money in their pockets 
if the piece of damphoolism is omitted. 

The machinists at Cincinnati have got 
an injunction on their hands—the same 
old monstrosity that lias often done 
business for the robbing of labor. It 
may have a few more rattles on its 
tail and a large amount of venom under 
its fangs, but it is to all appearances the 
same old reptile always kept in the judi¬ 
cial Zoo when capitalism calls for it, and 
labor is warned not to tread on its tail. 

A barrel of whisky, at I.ogansport. 
Ind., with a larger number of fights, 
murders ami divorces in it than usual, 
recently went on a bust and killed sev¬ 
eral nu-n and destroyed considerable 
property. It outslashed Mrs. Nation. It 
must have been the trite Kentucky 
brand, a mixture of thunderbolt, greased 
lightning, nitroglycerin and other 
Kentucky ingredients, including a little 
llcnri Watterson. 

The street car strike at Albany, N. Y.. 
rost two lives—men who bad nothing to 
do with the strike—killed by the sol¬ 
diers on duty. In addition to these two 
lives 1 lie strike cost about $70,000. It 
cost the street car compajiv $17,500. It 
cost ihc strikers $17,800, and it cost the 
city for troops $33.700—and now there 
is talk of another strike because the cor¬ 
poration is not fulfilling its pledges. 

European statesmen. English except¬ 
ed. don’t like the “Monroe doctrine.” 
and since the United States grabs lands 
where she pleases her warning to Euro¬ 
pean nations to keep off the western 
hemisphere is irritating and eventually 
they will combine to everlastingly wipe 
out the Monroe doctrine. And Ger¬ 
many is now preparing a big navy for 
that purpose. Coming events cast their 
shadow before. 

"Labor day." says the Age of Steel, 
“is mure than a parade; it is a develop¬ 
ment." Under the reign of Socialism 
Labor day will not be abolished. It will 
take on a new glory. Toilers, regardless 
of race, color, sect, creed or affiliation, 
under the conquering banner of Social¬ 
ism. they will tunc their throat*# to sing: 
A labor day lias come on the march of 
new ideas. 

Redeemed from wage slavery, oppres¬ 
sion. groans and tears. 

The earth resounds with gladness, the 
'fruitage of the years. 

And the right is marching on. 

The papers throughout the country, 
not excepting the decent element of the 
Pennsylvania press, point to Philadel¬ 
phia as a city which for venality and 
moral leprosy has won a place for" itself 
which by comparison with any other mu¬ 
nicipal den of thieves is unrivaled in the 
history of the country. The plot to rob 
the city of “Brotherly Love" was as 
audacious as anv scheme ever devised 


grams. The preacher, among other 
things, said: 

“American privilege carries with it 
American responsibility.’* 

“The American citizen must do guard 
duty forever, or the things which belong 

“Patriots can backslide as well as 
Christians.” 

"There are more practical demonstra¬ 
tions of patriotism than yelling and 
shouting.” 

"The primaries and the ballot box re¬ 
quire as much heroism as the battle¬ 
field." 

"It used to be said that this country 
and slavery could not exist together, and 
we rose up and abolished human serf¬ 
dom. There are no more black slaves— 
but think of the white ones.” 

“A united country counts no victories 
nor scores any defeats. Wc simply com¬ 
memorate American heroism.” 

That clergyman has a level head on 
his shoulders. He is neither blind nor 
deaf, nor a coward. His utterances are 
replete with truths. He closed his ser¬ 
mon by reciting tile following tribute to 
peace: 

“Fold up the manner! Smelt the guns! 
Love rules. Her gentle purpose runs. 

A mighty mother turns in tears 

The pages of her battle years. 
Lamenting all her fallen sons." 

Decoration day oratory usually 
abounds in popgun rhetoric, designed to 
keep alive old issues without consider¬ 
ing present conditions. The fact that 
white slaves now are far more numerous 
than were the black slaves when Lincoln 
issued his emancipation proclamation is 
not considered, and the efcrnal truth 
that "Peace hath her victory no less re¬ 
nowned than war” is sent to the scrap 
pile and forgotten, while the rising gen¬ 
eral ioi; is being educated to believe that 
guns," powder, shot, shell, blood and car¬ 
nage symbolize the kind of civilization 
the world stands in need of to achieve 
progress. 

Wrong and Remedy 

A writer. W. C. Wandley. in the In¬ 
dianapolis Typographical Journal, sees 
many things in labor affairs which are 
out of joint. Men are overworkei^and 
underpaid, and in certain industries, such 
as cotton and wool factories, men and 
women, owing to foul air, low wages 
and poor and insufficient food, are de¬ 
generating in stature and propagating a 
pygmean race, dwarfs in stature and in¬ 
tellect. To remedy such defects, Mr. 
Wandley says: 

“Personally, I would suggest as prac¬ 
tical measures— 

'■( 1) Eight hours for a day's work in all 
industries and mechanical pursuits. 

"(2) Limit child labor—Let the chil¬ 
dren go to school. If there are not 
enough schoolhouscs. use the churches; 
they are nearly all idle throughout the 
week, and would answer the purpose 
most admirably. 

"(3) peccnt homes and good sanita¬ 
tion—Let the streets in the tenement- 


buzzard, while the other fellow gets the 
turkey. 

The true philosophy of strikes is found 
in the fact that conditions are abnormal 
—out of plumb, rickety and ram- 
shackled ; that the “devil" is on top, and 
is directing affairs -iy much to the sat¬ 
isfaction of capitalism. The “devil” was 
never enamored of labor and is only de¬ 
lighted with his connection with it when 
by his devices he sees it degraded and 
writhing amidst squalor.* The “devil” 
likes wealth, luxury and parade, whether 
fouqd in church or palace. He likes 
trusts and corporations, syndicates, 
combines, where there is big money, to 
debauch courts and congresses and leg¬ 
islatures, presidents and cabinets. He 
likes war because war is hell. The 
"devil” doesn’t like the declaration of in¬ 
dependence. the constitution nor liberty. 
The “devil” is an imperialist like Mark 
Hanna, Chauncey Depew and others ot 
their ilk. The ''devil” likes hypocrisy, 
cunning, lying-and ihe genera! cussed¬ 
ness everywhere prevailing throughout 
Christendom, and labor, in striking for 
right and justice, is met everywhere by 
the "devil" in some form—sometimes in 
the form of troops with shotted guns, 
sometimes in the form of an injunction 
with swarming marshals armed with 
clubs and pistols ; sometimes the “devil” 
assumes the form of a labor leader, who, 
with more silver than Judas secured, 
plays his victims for all they are worth 
and secures a compromise which he calls 
a victory, and thus, like a yaller dog. 
takes his place under the carriage of his 
master. 

The "devil" likes treason, strategem 
and spoils. He can assume more colors 
than a chameleon, and astonish the curi¬ 
ous with more changes than an average 
kaleidoscope can produce. He is as 
tricky as a circus mule and as devout as 
a pharisee. He can be as bold as a lion, 
or as timid as a sheep; as noisy as a der¬ 
vish or as silent as a bowlder. The 
"devil" can transform himself into a 
prince, of good fellows at banquet and 
ball, and make a'better after dinner 
speech than Chauncey M. Depew or 
Bishop Potter. He is a welcome guest 
on ’change, knows all about puts and 
calls and tips and favors those who arc 
loyal to him as was seen in the case of 
(trover Cleveland, who pocketed $400.- 
000 in the great bond and stock carousal 
of thieves in New York. The “devil” is 
learned in ancient and modern lore and 
can converse fluently in all languages 
and dialects from Hottentot to pure 
English, which makes him at home at 
the universities when he admonishes 
presidents and professors to play traitor 
to truth and make a sure thing of their 
"bread and butter." 

He attends all the funerals of dead 
millionaires and others whom he has 
branded as loyal subjects and sobs like 
a water plug as the rites proceed. He 
walks arm in arm with kings and nobles 
and the artistocratic class, and is equally 
a* home in a saloon hobnobbing with 
thieves and every grade of criminal 


districts he swept a< cleanly as in the. known to the capitalist system. 


most fashionable residential portions. 

"(4) Pure food and good water—Stop 
the adulteration of food; filter the water. 

"(5) Restrict immigration; in fact, 
suspend it for a period of five or ten 
years. 

"These five items, I believe, will be 
sufficient to place us upon a basis some¬ 
what approaching a genuine civiliza¬ 
tion." 

Mr. Wandley fails to recommend fair 
wages, or suggest penalties for those 
who rob working men of a portion of 
the poor compensation they do receive. 
Who in the name of all the gods in a 
hunch are to bring about the reforms 
suggested, Mr. Wandley does not so 
much as intimate—and he is quite as 
dumb in the matter of methods. He 
plays Hamlet but neither Hamlet nor 
Horatio appears. Socialism in power 
would remedy the defects of which Mr. 
Watnlley complains, anil a hundred oth¬ 
er things of which he makes no mention. 
It is the only organization or party in 
the world pledged to better conditions. 
Rut to accomplish its mission no mir¬ 
acles are to be performed. True, eyes 
arc to be opened, ears are to be un¬ 
stopped. Men are to be enabled to sec 
and to hear, but the task is to be accom¬ 
plished by work, argument, reason, log¬ 
ic. agitation and common sense, by the 
ballot. Socialism proposes to inaugu¬ 
rate storms of ever increasing wrath 
against error—not spasmodic nor desul¬ 
tory, hut ceaseless, a fight to the finish. 
"Oh!” says some weak-kneed son of a 


This is the sort of a “devil” labor 
meets whenever it goes on a strike. He 
can stand firm in the face of everything 
but truth. He is a liar and the father sta f e and na t'°nal governmental organi- 
of lies, and withal an arrant coward, and zat ' ons *^. e necessary framework for the 


Grover Cleveland and Benedict Arnold. 

We arc apt to look upon death as an 
evil, and by the superstitious it is the 
“King of Tetters.” But death is the su- 
preme good. Were it not for death the 
old fossils would be in the majority and 
there could be no progress. Moreover, 
death is the great educator of the race. 
Mark Antony was ^rong when he said, 
“The evil men do lives after them—the 
good is interred with their bones.” It is 
just the other way. The good that men 
do lives forever, while the evil, if it lives" 
at all, lives to be‘hated, and becomes an 
example to be avoided in the future. It 
is true that evil elements often try to 
bolster up their satellites and make them 
appear good. All the robber elements 
of this country will pronounce encomi¬ 
ums upon Judge Woods, while they have 
and will continue to cast odium upon 
Debs. But posterity will pass just judg¬ 
ment upon these two.men, and the mem¬ 
ory of Debs will be enshrined in glory, 
while that of Woods will be shrouded 
in eternal infamy.—Equality. Dead- 
wood, S. D. 

_ , 1 

The Detroit Conference 

The social and political conference 
held at Detroit adopted the following el¬ 
ementary remedial measures as the re¬ 
sult, in part, of its deliberations: 

1. Direct legislation and proportional 
representation. 

2. Direct nomination and the popular 
recall. 

3. Equal suffrage on the same condi¬ 
tion to all, regardless of sex or color. 

4. Honest elections, free from parti¬ 
san manipulation or control. 

5. Direct taxation through progres¬ 
sive land value, income, and inheritance 
taxes. 

6. Public ownership of telegraphs, 
telephones, railroads, and all other pub¬ 
lic utilities. 

7. The eight-hour day. 

8. The sole control by the people, 
through their government, of their me- ' 
dium of exchange. 

9. Home rule for cities, and local op¬ 
tion in taxation. 

10. Postal saving banks, state insur¬ 
ance, and workmen’s compensation for 
industrial accidents. 

. 11. Opposition to militarism and 
conquest, and advocacy of international 
arbitration. 

12. We demand for others the same 
rights and liberties we ask for our¬ 
selves. 

The most interesting outcome of the 
conference, however, was the adoption 
of the following resolution: 

“That the producer should have his 
product.”—She adverse votes. 

"That the only guarantee of this re¬ 
sult is the ownership by the producers 
themselves of the land and machinery 
necessary to production."—Nine ad¬ 
verse votes. 

"That inasmuch as it is an economic 
law that industry operated on the largest 
scale is the most economical, and there¬ 
fore the most desirable, the people 
should own and operate all industry up¬ 
on such a scale.”—Five adverse votes. 

“That inasmuch as the people have 
already at hand in their various city, 
state and national governmental organi- 
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when labor is united, bold, defiant and 
aggressive, the “devil” turns sneak and 
retires from the field. When labor is 
divided and engages in wrangling, the 
“devil” is on hand every time in the in¬ 
terest of plutocracy and chuckles over 
labor’s defeats. Jt is eminently impor¬ 
tant that labor should understand the 
wiles of the “devil." Watch the tracks 
of his cloven hoofs ant' with courage of 
conviction resist him and his dupes. This 
done, labor will win victories in every 
contest; neglected, and the “devil"! 
scores a triumph for the foes of labor. 


Debt and Judge Woods 

, The death of Judge Wm. A. Woods 
of the United States circuit court nat¬ 
urally brings up a chain of thought 
which may be useful and instructive at 
this time. Woods was the judge who 
prostituted his high and exalted office to 
serve the railways and crush the labor¬ 
ing men who were struggling for enough 
of the products of their labor to keep 
their families from starving. He it was 
who sent Eugene Debs to prison for 
six months without trial for “contempt” 
of his most contemptible court, simply 
because Debs opposed with manly firm¬ 
ness the usurpations of this judicial 
scoundrel. It was this same Judge 
Woods who set free “Blocks of Five” 
Dudley and the other bribers and bal¬ 
lot-box stuffers at Indianapolis in 1880, 
and was promoted from the district to 
the circuit court by the republican ad¬ 
ministration for his rascality. In his 


construction of an organization for the 
operation of industry, the people, 
through these various governments, 
should take over the land and machinery 
for their own joint ownership and dem¬ 
ocratic management, in order that they 
may be able to distribute to themselves 
what they produce.”—One adverse vote. 

“That to attain this result we declare 
necessary the success of a political party 
representing the people who desire these 
ends.”—Two adverse votes. 

When the conference had acted on ' 
the foregoing resolutions, almost unani¬ 
mously, it suddenly dawned upon the 
politicians present that they were being 
committed to socialism. One of them 
sprang to his feet and moved to lay all 
the resolutions on the table, and this 
was done by a vote of 35 to 30. 

It is now held by the most eminent 
educators that athletics are an impor¬ 
tant, if indeed, they are not the most im¬ 
portant part of college education. Strong 
legs and arms and well-developed back¬ 
bone are regarded as essentials to suc¬ 
cess in all of thi uptendom affairs of Kfe. 
Admit it and the fact' supplies a reason • 
why workingmen, who have strong arms 
and legs and heroic backbones, should 
have taken a more advanced position in 
public affairs. Neither Washington nor 
Lincoln were college bred and yet they 
are two of the most illustrious Ameri¬ 
cans whose names adorn history. But 
they were not only hard workers, but 
great students. If workingmen would 
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The. “Devil” and Strikes 

In the daWning months of the twen¬ 
tieth century strikes are ( more rife-and 
more comprehensive than for many a 
day in the past. Why is this?- There 
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expended in an investigation to learn its 
hidden meaning. 




charge to the jury Judge Woods said im P rove their leisure hours by study 
that “advising or counseling bribery is the - v cou, . d cont rol public afifairs and be- 
not punishable unless bribery is com- come eminent as statesmen, 
mitted.'" 

In the carping time when the co-oper¬ 
ative commonwealth shall have been es¬ 
tablished, when each man shall receive 
the product of his toil and have time and 
leisure to think upon the various step* 
and acts which have led up ti? industrial 
emancipation, then these two men, Debt 
and Woods, will eafch be held in proper 
■ v' stwSSisi 


they could control public afifairs and be¬ 
come eminent as statesmen. 

McKinley’s cabinet officials receive 
$8,000 a year. The amount suffices for 
only a few up-to-date dinners, hence it 
is said that “no man is offered a port¬ 
folio who has not attained an independ- ■ 
ent fortune,” which accotmta for the 
dowwood timber with rosewood and ma- 
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m ; Can there be . more pathetic sight Production or 
| PSy'tiMtn that of a sick infant in its utter fessional men 
3 r helplessness and abandon ? It feels there is an ex 

i acutely the intense pain without having all kind. Th« 

1 ‘ the slightest idea about its origin, causes lctarians incli 

! P and nature,'without being, able to relieve physicians, ch 
(s~ J the nervous strain by articulated, in- liberal profess 
-'ieUigent speech. The task of physicians ciety teems w 
f treating infants is therefore ot a hitter ious to be use 

r order and their responsibilities of a no employmei 

f ■ •- graver nature than those of a general great need ev 

practitioner. An infant’s physician must and capable t 

[ J diagnose the sickness on the foundation our social-ecoi 

of his own observation and studies and of this, as roai 

ij ' adopt a method of treatment according ahsurdities th 

kj : . to his own conclusions. the attention 

p-p The broad masses of the people may letariat and it 
■ be aptly compared with an overgrown to critical the 

Krf’ infant. Indeed, the masses are con- Indeed the pr 

' scious of the social-economic diseases of sentatives of : 

Kj. • the time as far as they feel their painful cussing the m 

f'. results. This’ consciousness is, how- our social-ecc 

ever, of a rather vague character and trusts, disturl 

{■: does not extend to an intelligent con- ket, board of 

ception of the origin, causes and nature soirit of franl 

of the diseases and fhe ways and means truth, that is 
pj of their elimination. At times when advocates of ( 

; v the social economic diseases of an epoch The social-eco 

(*• reach their climax and the pain inflicted approach theii 

y'' by them appear insufferable, the infant- the broad mas 

people loses its angelic patience. The ting insuffera 

'v long suppressed forces of resistance to are preparing 

jv social wrong find their vent in a purely their historica 

t 'elementary stroke at some object that righteous stru 
K; ' happens to concentrate on itself the in human inte 

hatred of the masses. This object may 
r be a Bastile orj a king’s head. Once, « I AYMA 

i however, the fury of the people’s wrath 

f has spent itself the masses of the people 1 

I:v relapse into the customary spiritual 

F : j apathy and mental lethargy. The pow- I wish I co 
?" ers for evil once more reign supreme. of my own en 
Fortunately there is a class of people would not cai 

in all the civilized countries of the world themselves qe 

that are able and willing to cope with as I have, bu 

the difficult task and grave responsibil- who occupies 

•4 ities of physicians of social economic tage ground f 

[ diseases of their time. This class is work the spiri 

called the class of intellectuals. The in- have studied ; 

tcllectuals impart rational consciousness gated a great 

to the blind social forces and try to di- I find that Sc 

rect them in certain channels of useful- might say i 

ness. The intellectuals represent the studies and n 

brain and heart of the people, the rea- has been ham 

son and conscience of their generation, ages. I am ; 

the mind of their country. The intel- atheistic as an 

lectuals incorporate and preserve in has revealed 1 

their sanctuary the noblest ideals and Spirit” to mi 

highest aspirations of the human race, any other line 

In the days gone by the intellectuals with our limit 

rarely belonged themselves to the broad any better tha 

masses of the people, to the oppressed era l millions ' 

and disinherited lower classes. If they the Great Spii 

identified themselves with the interest of like many otli 

' ' the popular masses it was done by them and it is a g 

out of considerations of a higher order over the thedi 

tjian mere sordid selfishness. It was by its lonesor 

the dfep consciousness of the highest in- The Great i 
terests of the race as a unit. set many frag 

What is likely to be the part enacted nipotent and 
by the intellectuals in the modern so- planation I tl 
cial-cconomical struggle of the proleta- plained idea t 
riavajjainst the encroachments of the ex- secs evervthii 
plotting upper classes ? is the question near being co 
that must interest every thoughtful stu- arc witnesses 
'dent of our times. Whatever our an- the iniquities 
swer may he. there is no doubt that the the poorer ch 
intellectuals have a stronger motive to caused the pt 
’ work in the interest of the proletariat horror from I 

than the intellectual of preceding histor- Luther is the 
ical epochs. The socialists of the old strives to sul 
V’ school may still insist on overalls and Socialism. / 
tin pails as necessary insignia of a true “Honorable i 
proletarian. Some middle class opti- brief authorit 
mists may still fondly cling to the legend knowledge of 
about th*c self-made man. These nar- ism from the 
tew ideas and antiquated notions of cry Peace, Pe 
people, that neither forget nor learn any and with a wi 
thing, are doomed to disappear under God’s sight t 
the pressure of events. The mills of ing events by 
the tin gods of capitalism grind a great are very elusi 
deal faster and finer than the old-fash- a little more 
ioned mills of the ancient deities ot we may ultin 
Olympus used to do. The intellectual description c 
worker is turned into an insignificant of human beii 
appendix of the soulless giant corpora- every day un 
tions of manufacture, trade and com- the right me 
merce, just as fast and thorough as the world, 
ordinary unsophisticated proletarian is Emulating 
transformed into an appendix of the other doctrir 
dead tool of production, the machine. that Socialisn 
The same social-economic conditions sage that is i 
that created the industrial wage-slave livered to th 
system gave birth to the intellectual pro- points to be* 
letariat. That the last must feel more in but the orim 
touch with the modem proletariat class earner receiv 
as a whole, that it must be endowed with ing from his 
a deeper sympathy with the suffering of ing to concei 
the masses, that it must fight with pect nothing 
greater order for the cause of the eman- virtue which 
cipation of labor from capital than was or to preserv 
the case with the intellectuals of other notorious ex 
* historical epochs appears obvious. In- clothing. Hi 

‘ deed the intellectual of other times was harvest of fre 
at best a benevolent stranger to the peo- laboring mat 
pie, while The intellectual modem pro- they labored, 
letarian is one of the people himself and ly robbed the 
cannot help suffering and feeling with tion where 1 
the people. The advantages to be de- society look* 
rived from such an intimate relation be- society is ind 
tween the proletariat and the class of crime and bi 
brain workers are bound to prove them- actly know ji 
selves in the near future. Capitalism style of robb 
is itself cementing the union between nal donation! 






fessional men in the same measure as 
there is an excess of supply of labor of 
all kind. The reserve array, of pro¬ 
letarians includes professors, teachers, 
physicians, chemists and other kinds of 
liberal professionists. Our present so¬ 
ciety' teems with people able and anx¬ 
ious to be useful to society, but finding 
no employment, while there exists a 
great need everywhere in men anxious 
and capable to work. The anarchy of 
■ our social-economic system is the cause 
of this, as many other incongruities and 
ahsurdities that cannot fail to engage 
the attention of our intellectual pro¬ 
letariat and impart a powerful impetus 
to critical thought and prompt action. 
Indeed the press, the pulpit, the repre¬ 
sentatives of science are diligently dis¬ 
cussing the most striking phenomena of 
our social-economic system, as the 
trusts, disturbances of the labor mar¬ 
ket, board of trade manipulations, in a 
soirit of frank desire to arrive at the 
truth, that is very encouraging to the 
advocates of conscious social evolution. 
The social-economic diseases of our time 
approach their climax, the afflictions of 
the broad masses of the people are get¬ 
ting insufferable and the intellectuals 
arc preparing themselves to perform 
their historical mission of leaders in the 
righteous struggle for justice and right 
in human interrelations. 

A LAYMAN’S LETTER 

TO A CLERGYMAN 



I wish I could inspire you with some 
of my own enthusiasm for Socialism. I 
would not care to have others sacrifice 
themselves quite so much for the cause 
as I have, but I know that every man 
who occupies the pulpit enjoys a van¬ 
tage ground for performing whatsoever 
work the spirit may move him to do. I 
have studied and listened to and investi¬ 
gated a great many kinds of “isms” and 
I find that Socialism beats them all. I 
might say that it is the paragon of 
studies and most wonderful legacy that 
has been handed down to us from past 
ages. I am as thoroughly agnostic ot 
atheistic as anyone can be, but sociology 
has revealed the mystery of the “Great 
Spirit” to me ‘more satisfactorily than 
any other line of study. I do not believe 
with our limited vision we can sunt it up 
any better than to simply say that “Sev¬ 
eral millions of human being constitute 
the Great Spirit." That is an idea, which 
like many others, is being promulgated, 
and it is a great improvement I think 
over the theory of one spirit standing all 
by its lonesome. 

The Great Spirit being divided up into 
so many fragments enables it to be om¬ 
nipotent and omnipresent, A good ex¬ 
planation I think for the old and unex¬ 
plained idea that God is everywhere and 
sees everything. Socialists come pretty 
near being concentrated deities, for they 
are witnesses and recording angels of 
the iniquities practiced bv the rich upon 
the poorer classes. The same spirit that 
caused the priests of old to shrink with 
horror from the flaming light of Martin 
Luther is the name today which vainly 
strives to subdue the new flashlight of 
Socialism. As Marc Antony would say, 
"Honorable men, gentlemen drest in 
brief authority,” . labor to conceal all 
knowledge of the Great Spirit of Social¬ 
ism from the minds of the people. They 
cry Peace, Peace when there is no peace 
and with a wisdom that is foolishness in 
God’s sight they hope to stave off com¬ 
ing events by a sub rosa conduct. Spirits 
are very elusive creatures, although with 
a little more freedom of speech I think 
we may ultimately secure a more vivid 
description concerning them. Millions 
of human beings are suffering today and 
every day untold agony, simply because 
the right message is withheld from the 
world. 

Emulating the egotistical manner of 
other doctrinaires, I would like to say 
that Socialism is the great and only mes¬ 
sage that is right and proper to be de¬ 
livered to the people. What arc the 
points to be'^aghieved ? A great many, 
but the orincroal one is that the wage 
earner receives in full the profits accru¬ 
ing from his labor. Unless you are will¬ 
ing to concede that point you must ex¬ 
pect nothing but the destruction of every 
virtue which you as a clergyman endeav¬ 
or to preserve. I will cite Carnegie as a 
notorious example of a wolf in lamb’s 
clothing. He made a profit, or reaped a 
harvest of from $i ,ooo to $2,000 off each 
laboring man in his employ every day 
they labored. He coolly and deliberate¬ 
ly robbed them because he war in a posi¬ 
tion where he might help himself and 
society looked on approvingly, because 
society is indulging in the same sort ol 
crime and being ignorant does not ex¬ 
actly know just how to kick against that 
style of robbery. Carnegie's phenome¬ 
nal donations go to prove that he might 
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the different wings of the proletariat, easily have paid hia least deserving la- 
«-!<».« The clerk, the teacher, the phy- borer $25 or $50 per day and even, then 
ciVfan the engineer, the chemist, the he would’have been abundantly able to 
lawyer and other professional men feel donate several resplendent libraries, 
more and more the growing economical What are the facts in the case? He 
■entity of their occupations, due to grudgingly pays his men $1 or $2. They 
MMunne insecurity of the actual ask for an advance of 15 or ao cents.. Hi* 
end the qsly reply is the king’s last argument 








to force them —. 
philan th rop is t’s 
souls ol the met) 
Pennsylvania, by 
benevolent Qtthcgpk win never be buried 
so long as the war between capital and 
labor exists. 

What greater example of the deceit- 
fullness of ricbea could we ask for ? At 
present the labor unions do not fully 
acknowledge Socialism, but the capital- > 
ist class is rapidily crowding them into 
a comer where they will grasp at any 
s,traw. At present the great middle class 
do not take much stock in Socialist 
dreamers, but a couple of years from 
now they will scramble into the ranks ol 
the pioneer Socialists and ask no ques¬ 
tions. 

What is the condition among the 
clergy ? They are all life or less hamp¬ 
ered and confined in tneir thoughts and 
utterances. We see just a few of them 
breaking away from the narrow path of 
capitalistic rectitude to join Socialism. 
Prof. Herron’s domestic rupture was but 
a drop in tlje bucket compared with his 
open rupture against capitalism. Vol¬ 
taire in his generation denied attacking 
the, church. He claimed to be explain¬ 
ing it. Socialists of our generation are 
not attacking anything, they are only ex¬ 
plaining all kinds of social phenomena. 
Let me illustrate right here. If a mil¬ 
lionaire robs a million people we have 
on our hands one millionaire and one 
million paupers and a variegated assort 
ment of criminals. As the days, months 
and years roll by and our population be¬ 
comes more cosmopolitan even the dull¬ 
est intellect cannot fail to notice that the 
whole of society is violating the laws of 
nature in order to comply with the laws 
laid down by Tom, Dick and Harry. 
When the psychological moment arrives 
I hope you will be fully prepared to give 
us a rousing good sermon on Socialism 
that will win converts over, for that is 
of vital importance to them so long as 
they remain in the flesh. I am, frater¬ 
nally yours, W. S. Equality. 

About Wages 

I now ask you to pick up the dropped 
subject of the spread of cultivation. We 
had got as far- as the appearance in the 
market of a new commodity—of the 
proletarian man compelled to live by 
the sale of himself! In order to realize 
at once the latent horror of this, you 
have only to apply our investigation of 
value, with its inevitable law that only 
by restricting the supply of a commodity 
can its value be kept from descending 
finally to zero. The commodity which 
the proletarian sells is one over the pro¬ 
duction of which he has practically no 
control. He is himself driven to pro 
duce it by an irresistible impulse. It 
was the increase of population that 
spread cultivation and civilization from 
tlic center to the snowline, and at last 
forced men to sell themselves to the 
lords of the soil; it is the same force 
that continues to multiply men so that 
their exchange value falls slowly and 
surely until it disappears altogether— 
until even black chattel slaves are re¬ 
leased as not worth keeping in a land 
where men of all colors arc to be had 
for nothing. This is the condition of 
our English laborers today; they are no 
longer even dirt cheap; they are value¬ 
less, and can be had for nothing. The 
proof is the existence of the unemployed 
who can find no purchasers. liv the 
law of indifference, nobody will buy 
iitcn at a price when he can obtain equal 
Iv serviceable men. for nothing. When 
then is the explanation of the wages 
given to those who are in employment, 
and who certainly do not work for noth¬ 
ing? The matter is deplorably simple. 
Suppose that horses multiplied in Eng¬ 
land in such quantities that they were to 
be had for the asking, like kittens con¬ 
demned to the bucket. You would still 
have to feed your horse—feed him and 
lodge him well if you used him as a 
smart hunter—feed him and lodge him 
wretchedly if you used him only as a 
drudge. But the cost of keeping would 
not mean that the horse had an ex¬ 
change value. If you got him for noth¬ 
ing in the first instance—if no one would 
give you anything for him when you 
were done with him, he would be worth 
nothing, in spite of the cost of his keep. 
That is just the case of every member 
of the proletariat who could be replaced 
by one of the unemployed today.—G. 
Bernard Shaw. 

Ranavalo, once queen of Madagascar, 
is now a prisoner of the French repub¬ 
lic. The French army toppled over 
throne, took possession of her island do¬ 
minion, confiscated her property, per¬ 
sonal and real, and secured 234400 
square miles of territory. Like England 
and the United States France is a pirate 
nation. 

“The Basis of Future Wars." says 
Chauncey Depew, “is commercial.” That 
means, tf yon stop to think about it, 
dear dollar-a-day workingman, that the 
basis of future wars is die surplus values 
produced by your class. 

It is suggested that the United States 
supreme cottr. is not a proper place for 
presidential bees to buzz. It it a far 
better place for goUbugs to bnUd their 
nests, snd the wigs of some of tbe 
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In northern nan the. rtgi n g bear 
Protect* himsdf with fat and hair. 
Where sr.ow is deep, and ice is stark. 
And half the year is cold and dark, 

He still survives a dime lie that 
By growing fur, by growing fat, 

These traits, O bear, which thou trans- 
mittest. 

Prove tbe survival of the fittest, a 

•To polar regions, waste and wan. 
Comes the encroaching race of man; 

A puny, feeble Httle lubber. 

He had no fur, he had no blubber. 

The scornful bear sat down at ease 
To see the stranger starve and freeze; 
But lo I the-«tranger slew the bear, 

And ate his fat, and wore his hair! 
These deeds, O man, which thou com- 
mittest. 

Prove the survival of the fittest. 

In modern times the millionaire 
Protects himself as did the bear. 

Where poverty and hunger, are 
He counts his bullion by the car. 

Where thousands suffer still he thrives. 
The wealth, O Croesus, thou transmit- 
test. 

Prove the survival of the fittest. 

But, lo! some people odd and tunny, 
Some men without a cent of money, 

The simple, common Human Race. 
Chose to improve the dwelling place 
They had no use for millionaires; * 
They calmly said the world was theirs, 
They were so wise, so strong, so many— 
The Millionaire? There wasn’t any! 
These deeds, O man, which thou com- 
mittest. 

Prove the survival of the fittest. 

Charlotte Perkins Stetson. 
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COLORADO 

BrMfta *«. x. Gold field, meets rrarj ft* VM 

P- *-• ** C tty HaIL Chaa. LaJKaap. leerttgry. 

CO XHKCTICUT 

Tbe CotMftifgt Slate Commiuae a««U fba test 
ftvadajror eac* wmomtk at S p. bl. ax P. Sebafar'a, W- 
Maia *tre«t. Hartkonl. Louie Hemp. ■ w i —■» 
Kmeley street. Hartford. 

Krmarh Xo «. BorkrllJe. meets Mf osd sad bu tt 

Friday* ** Link’s Hall, up-staire. Secretary, lirbard 
Niederwerfer. Box rw. 


Meetings of Cbira«ro Central Committee held rtgi- 
iarir second aad fourth Wednesday* of each aosUat 
Dr. J. kL Greer's oflre. as Dearborn street. 

Branch Jfo. 2 >Bobexnian< Tenth wnrd. Cbka«n 
first -eturdar in tbr month st See el* HaiL B 
Hioe Island grease. **eeiwtary Albert Ze&aa. 7« 
- Moerac street. 

The -ide German Branch , of C*scare 

tnr^u second and fourth '^atonlay*. • p. at £4 
ootlte'a Hall, kt Blue Island areaue near Liacota 
street-? Secretary. R. Puarb *3 v W street. 

Branc h No I Bohemian M hieaffo. meets second and 
f oenh Tuesdays at • p. ra.. in lender’s place, mm W. 
ma place. Joseph Dunder, secretary. 

Branch No. * i Bohemian). Chicago, meets second and 

fourth Sunday* at » a. m.. at >jcq L^coia street. J. A. 
inwot. secretary, mu Wood atreet. 

Branch No. I < hnsgo meets second sad lonrtfc 
f rsdaj s st Lundquist s Hall, ust sad Morgan streets. 
< has. Wis*.rand, secretary *i«* Aberdeen street. 

Branch a STatoplukceehi meets every third Snnday 
r the month at ringer's Ilall. comer Mkkigu and 
mtt plate (am.l Rabat, secretary. UC Staavond 
* venae- 

INDIANA 


Chicago American’. Platform 

• . Add res I 

That great ’Socialist newspaper, | sum e: 
Hearst’s Chicago American, had a re- j ****** 
lapse the other day and gave the lie to J 
its reputed socialist tendencies by say- i m JJf', 


Branch No. «. Indianapolis, meets firm Saturday 
even tax aad third Sunday afternoon of ears wrath a* 
Reset*els'* Ilall. comer Market aad 5o6U stree t s. 
Address all com mu mirations to the secretary •€ the 
State executive board. Thomas Cation, ms Warren 


Branch Sa *. Uiteman. meets every fourth Friday 
ta the mouth at opera House. James Baxter, chair* 
a as . W m. Truman, secretary. Bex ilL 

KimrciT 

Branch >o i. Newport. Ky. meets every Thursday 
evening at * o'clock at Socialist head<<Barter*- Ui 
York street. A L- Naffri. secretary. MS tL TkirtS fit. 

MAMACHl'IETTt 

Branch No. t Holyoke, meets second and fourth 
Tnesdava of each mouth at *»j»rtngdaia Turner Hal1 
• ari Nchwabe. reran tier r Jackson street. 

Branch No a Box bury. meet* at u Warren street, 
and fourth Fridays of every month. Fahttn 

invited. 


“The democrats of Ohio have got to- | mknttcki 

pother and prepared to wrest their statr »o i x*w|«.rt. kt □,< 

from the grasp of Hanna. The various 

factions, without which no party in Omo sjuumcw 

would be complete, have composed their 

,V . , ■ Branch No. r Holyoke, meets 

differences sufficiently to unite upon a Tnvsdavaof each rniwth at *pr 
platform and a ticket. ixiw.x...wiHr.EJkfa 

"The platform wisely drops the Kil- .\mi 
kc-nny cat issues upon which the demo- “ ,iui 
crats of the nation have been beating micuioaz 

themselves for some years and devotes «n«b s» 1. totiiirrMt mu mM kui i 

.. . a .__ *Minday* of each month at a p. m.. at is W Main street. 

s;sell to the live problems ot tne preSCTK ^ the International I oogrea# IIaIL AH are roedjaUy 
“The platform stands for the maintc- united L( u«*era.aacrwtary 
nance of the Monroe doctrine, a navy i Mixunor 

adequate to the protection o^ATTirfican i Breach i. u«d Lew Kails. m«*i 
citizens and property the £orld over; 

election of senators by direct vote, and mm arm 

the rights of labor to combine for the Brm „ h Sa v 
assertion of its rights and the protection »i • |, m. »i lUMerni 

of its interests. It calls for tariff reform 

and the suppression of monopolies, as a Brl „. n N „ , BulM „ e . u '. T 
means to which end it declares tha; a.i j,. m iuu. ow»i»^ 

.trust products should be placed upon *T,”“7£ ’’ £«!/£«' t 
the free list and the government should * at <■ » *imrik,»(.cn 
exercise a more rigid supervision us new him 

transportation. Hmo, n s«. «<c«rm»ni. p»wi 

“It favors the restoration bl the mer- m 

chant marine without subsidies, insists -irtrt. 
upon the rigid regulation ol public serv- ; y,w ,OB1 

ice corporations, including complete j 
publicity for their accounts, and declares «r«*t «is4*r* iuu. 

••ear upon corruption and bossism ! 

’’I he ( )hio democracy never was in : itr* srrrfnik *tre«t 
l»etter Misition to make a winning fight uraart No. *. Brooklyn. »*«u 

, . , . . . , ° ■ , (I & at M Muvn atrevL Y kai 

than ii is to-dav. It has cleared away its dsonax to orgaatsa sbou 

diad wood an-i it ought to be at the be- j SwurrRot Fra«u». »Bo« 
ginning of a long career of honor and ( ^rx^m^y Lartaraaaad diar«a 
power." Jowpti WUiiaas. M l 


MINN KNOT A 

Breach i. Hr*i Lake Kalla, meets every otAar Nmatfay 
;a real eelata office of Frad Geeaweta. on Mata OaM 
A. Kvogabury . secretary- 

N 1 MOI 7 B 1 

Breach No. V Hi. Louis, meats swcood aad InwrtX 
Monday*, at • j> m. at Haldermaaa s Ha— so 
•rtreUi itm'L 

MONTANA 

Branch V» i. Butte, meets every Tharaday a* i a 
V- a hnjrtaeere* Hall. Gw slay Blork. g fraaAai. 
•w^retary rt K hark atreet. 

Breach Nn. : meet* first sod third *aaday nrk 
aetata at <• w Wood i huaie.i.'hwo. MoaL 

NEW J1KMKT 

Brar.' b Nr., c Genuan . Patereou. meeta irm aa4 
th rd Mcrodata at * j m . at Helvetia HaiL u~M Tam 
H'«uteo street Karl Ltndner. aecretary. zm £dmaa4 


1 The « ay 1 entrai > vxcaatee ef Greater 

■ New Yora meets every second Tueeday at <3 Graa4 
i street. Vt l&danr IIaIL 

>.aat 6»de Branch. No. i, meets every first a mi. tkM 
• Tbarsda^ at aa Ka»t Broadway. L kathsaa. aarre 

! tary. m Srrrfolk atreet 

Branch Nc* *. Brooklyn, meets every ^akvrday at • 
I m at M Muore street Visitor* veloon* Casa 
I redes de*;rmg to organise should cosaasuanrata srWi 
! Secretary HoL hresamaa. t*> Boerum street. 

Branch No \j meets every Friday at la. m_ MMl. 
| Broadway Lerturea and diarvaekoaa FahLd taeltaC 
dtisejct Joseph Wtliiaau. U Henry street 



Libor in Mor&vil Branch No t fin e l am a ii. meets at Skkeitot i 

An official report just issue .1 by ;he ! 

Austrian minister of the interior at ’.'ien- 1 n>« »<frrMrr. <m Kmc 

na. on the button-making trade in Mo- ] , 

ravia has created a sensation. The re- i #irr»u swum. rr»«k iM>k. BrUain. s 
port in pan follows: i co.ot». o«»oox 

Average hours of work for men. nine- 

i fit..*-. _ . „ Bmncfi No. 1 . Portland, meets every Mmfii 

teen ; uvcrngc hours of libor lor women. | t u hoki. corner *d aad Fia td ewi 

seventeen ; for children over ten ve*rs of t.rrrrMij inniM. T. c. w«« 4 Wxi. claim 
age, twelve, and for children under ten : " ” ru *' ' 

years, eight. . - cw.sti.taxi* 

The average earnings of a man are 30 *12 H 

cents weekly: of a woman, 20 cents J Treasurer. »ii Pine street. 

weekly, and for a child, 8 cents wee kb Branch no. t ptuadHpaia. tm m 

The average earnings of a whole tarn- , u *. j, y n n b Booms, a* tas-ad nmt ori 
ih* varies from $22 to $30 yeariy. M ni 

'The maximum sum which a tall- . »I^L* 'Z a XrZ 3 g L , .TTt.Tg 1 
grown man can possibly earn is 50 cents •>**«- <J B '“‘‘/f- . m 

weekly, but this requires superhuman 

effort and is rarely accomplished. wucoxxix 

The children have to begin when T**^^** ~*i 

three years of age, and work day and n ■■ .....—, 

night when thev are five. «rwi No. 1. xiiw*«jm. um at ti» x 

The report states this « a typical —* 

case: bud *0. * M&vuXm. mamta rrory mm 

A family composed of father, mother ta T™Su«l* 2 !f*S 3 Si 

and three children live in one room. ...---r*m«i 

which is both home and workshop. The rna»r» *xrb mi at s «aw»M.— r 
room is ten by ten feet and six feet nigh. urm. 

has one small window and contains four w 1 >a 1. sii,ukM. mu »v7 mx 

chairs and a table. The inmates have 
never seen a bed. 

Their total collective enrnings are $40 
yearly, and their expenditures for the 
iast year have been: Bread. $25; rent, 

$5; rent of plot to grow potatoes. $2; 
flour, $S! petroleum, $3; milk. 30 cents; 
miscellaneous, 50 cents. They never eat 
.meat and cannot afford beer or tea, cof¬ 
fee or tobacco. Clothe* are not men¬ 
tioned in the items of ex p en di t ur e. 

st _ 

On Wednesday, Inly to, the co mra d es 
at Joplin, Mo., held a great outdoor 
meeting at which fully 500 people wen 
present and pr om ise to >■•«* 


Bra orb * ■ Bobcouao • bmU »v*ry wtoa d *«aky at 
I 1 p. a. ta T. J. Cook’* Hall. f*r. Bridgt aad lvbssit 
j •trrvta freer*tary. Frttk Holab, Beliaire. *~*- *1 


ft rxr.ro No l. Portland, a vets every Moadsy I 
ii WuLi&ytoc Hotel, rorurr ad sad FLasdwra ear 
>. very body tnvitvd. T. C. Weadlaad. cAain—i; 
N K, ForiiKli. Mvretary. 

- FEJTNfiTLTAMIA 

Braa^b No.!. Ptuladeipdi*. meeu every Tkmn 
»t s p. a. at <3 5. Third *U#vt Boae Mu 
Treasurer, tu Pine street. 

Breach No. k PbUadvlpAla. meets firvfi PrMkfi 
»*/ b asMath—exerutlvc meet* every Hu a day mmrai 
s! v I>. F • Tub kooas. a* «3 fi. ad * emt Orpm 
M. Gills*. si« Reed street. 

Braarh No. u. W illtamaport. «*vU every im 
if^nmoa at Z p. bl lo "onal Li iar HaZL Bm M 
street. G. B. -rnith. rhalrmaa. Jan. Lym. ntr* 
'a 3d street. Pabhc Invited. 


Milwaukee Central (oaalttN.8. D. P. a 
md aad toertk Moaday* af IW Mtatfc at 
Halt aoutheaat f a rmer ttk aad Cheefiaat rtr* 
Braarb No. i. Mllwaakee. a nt* at XaB 
eta street, between (Mate aad PnM. ewe 
Tberaday ev ruing. 

Brunch U. t MUwaakee. msaia every m 
five rib *aurfiiy* la Gaetke** BeB. Oarnm 
Grwra Bey aevaae Fraak UeMaaB. eaerafii 
Beaark No. c Mllwaakee. ■ ■■>* every iw 
Fridays «eeb month at McuesTt BaB. earn 
Brow a street*. George MeeracheS, aecaefias 
atreet. 

Branch No ». Milwaukee, ma tt* every fiaae 


Brunch No. 12 . MUwaakee. mee t* r 
tbtrfi Thursdays ef eaeh m e eth at Fd 
9m aad ( enter atmeU. Ulya, tea 
derf nr fill street. 

Braarb No. BL MUwaakee. m eat* earn 
Wednesdays ef each mvaCh at at Clar 
mss mtorida. eecretary. Ot M screec 
Btamrlt Na. M Kkt.Vk.aMli r*v 
fivurth—har-Ta./atgremeal Mvme*. B 4 | 
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rob him of his patron., to do te te to 
against him, and the most effective 
means seems to him to be to nadeAid 
him everywhere and at all times. 

"What ails the labor proletariat? The’ 
anarchic rivalry. Why can wages nev¬ 
er rise above a mere pittance to Jceep 
body and soul together ? Because there 
is a vast reserve army of laborers who 
are ready at the least revolt to _ offer 
their labor at cheaper wages. Without 
knowing it the trusts in their covetous, 
quest play in the hand of socialism. 
What the proletariat is not able to re 
alize is in the power of capitalists. The 
proletarians are poor. Laws and in¬ 
stitutions are against them. The trusts 
Ere rich; they make such Laws as suit 
their purposes. They are an example to 
the Droletarians. Thev become their 


operatian'eper prevented. Witbont wait¬ 
ing for any one's invitation, he may se¬ 
pt a partnership in the combination for 
which he work*'by investing his savings 
in the open martlet in the stock of the 
concern. . . . 

"Under the old individual business 
scheme, the skilled worker had only lim¬ 
ited opportunity for increased pay, and 
practically no opportunity for a partner¬ 
ship participation. Business enterprises, 
with a few notable exceptions, were held 
as close family corporations. Outsiders 
were rarely admitted. No matter how 
expert these outsiders were, they were 
held all their lives on a salary. The con¬ 
cerns where this rule did not apply ex¬ 
panded much more rapidly than their 
competitors, but the example so set was 
apparently not sufficiently attractive to 
induce its general application. It re¬ 
mained for the system of combination to 
make the scheme general, and to open 
up for young men of brains opportuni¬ 
ties that heretofore have been closed to 
them. Instead, therefore, of restricting 
the opportunities for the mass of men, 
as the political agitators and others tell 
us is the case, the era of combination has 
very materially enlarged these oppor¬ 
tunities.” 

A new argument for the industrial 
combination Air. Schwab brings forward 
in the following paragraph : 

“One of the greatest advantages that 
will come of the concentration of indus¬ 
tries is the development that it will bring 
to our latent resources. Under the ex¬ 
pensive system of individual control, 
much of our natural wealth remained un¬ 
available. and would have so remained 
for a long time to come. Where each 
step in the process of production had to 
yield a distinct profit to a certain class 
of men, the margin was not sufficiently 
large to warrant the exploitation of many 
fields rich with raw material. A con¬ 
cern that produces its own raw materials, 
and works them up through the various 
processes until it delivers the manufac¬ 
tured product in the domestic or foreign 
market, can work on a narrower margin 
all around, and yet do full justice to its 
stockholders "and employe- " 


erk $6.00 a week deserved to 


puu uw yvi iv fu.uu a w tvx uctdfvu w 

have his diamonds stolen as a penalty for 
his contemptible meanness. 

The case has attracted attention and 
comment. One paper asks: “Ought the 
wages of employes to bear any relation 
to the value of things they handle, thd 
degree of temptation to which they are 
exposed, or the facilities afforded by the 
positions they fill for appropriating their 
employer’s property ?” 

It is affirmed that most of the great 
embezzlements, the looting oi banks, 
trusts, railroads and other institutions, 
are not the work of underpaid employes, 
and that “large salaries do not furnish 
security against rascality.” This may or 
may not be true, but whether true or 
false, it affords no excuse for the mer¬ 
cenary meanness of employers who, tak¬ 
ing advantage'of conditions, filch from 
the poor devils they employ the wages 
they earn to enrich themselves—while 
boasting of the country’s prosperity. 

Rosy writers of the rainbow type rep¬ 
resent Porto Rico as a sort of paradise 
for the poor. It is a land of eternal sum¬ 
mer, whose poverty, ignorance, degra¬ 
dation, happiness and contentment con¬ 
stitute conditions specially favorable for 
the sway of despotism. All of the hulla¬ 
baloo about constitution, congress, Su¬ 
preme court, liberty and Independence 
day does not bother the great mass of 
Porto Ricans. They construct their huts 
of the bark and branches of trees, utilize 
gourds for buckets and other dishes, live 
upon fruits and vegetables, which a gen¬ 
erous Providence sends them. Little 
clothing is required for adults and none 
at all for the kids. Fire and fuel are 
non-essentials and life to the natives 
moves on about the same as to orang¬ 
outangs. A satrap in command of an 
army keeps things quiet, and Emperor 
McKinley surveys affairs from his 
throne and is happy and secure as a 
long-necked clam at floodtide. 
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What Success Has Done 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LIBRARY 


Socialism and Slavery—liyndmai 

Oration on Voltaire—Hugo.,. 
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Oermai Edition 

The Famous Book by Robert Blatch- 
ford, translated Into German by Victor 
L Berger, Editor of Vorwaerts. 

188 P>|W. PRICE, 15 CmIs 

Admirable for Propaganda Among Germans 
S.dS Ortsra Is tkls Otflcs 


So far it appears that the church is 
unable to restrain the stage from pan¬ 
dering to a "vicious element.” The 
trouble is that a large per cent of the 
church-going people patronize the thea¬ 
ters. 


company great ami prosperous." 

The ireiicf that the trust is a danger 
to lire* state, and that it does not give 
the young man a chance. Mr Schwab 
handles as follows: 

"That there is danger to the state in 
the combination is a preposterous idea. 
On the contrary, the well-managed com¬ 
bination is a distinct gain to the state. 
Any one who doubts this need only con¬ 
sult the foreign newspapers. Everywhere 
he will find a cry, of industrial alarm 
leveled, not at the individual 'American 
manufacturer, but at the American na¬ 
tion. This is because the combination 
lias done for the American state what the 
individual was ne' er able to do—put it 
in industrial control of the world. A 
system that in a few years can do this 
ought certainly to lie encouraged, ancf 
as it benefits the state, it necessarily ben¬ 
efits the individuals who make up the 
state. 

“The capitalist and the- labo rer—are- 
equal sharers in the advantage* the new 


DIE WAHRHEIT 


Next Sunday, July ai, the Social 
Democrats of Seeleyvillc Ind., will hold 
a picnic at Laughner’s Grove. There 
will be a program of music, recitations 
and speeches and a good time for all 
who attend. 


SPRAVEDLNOST 


VICTOR L. BEROER, Editor 


Karl Marx Biographical Memoirs, 
written by William Liebknecht. is an 
exceedingly interesting book, giving the 
reader a picture of the domestic life of 
Marx during his exile and residence in 
London. It is translated by E. Unter- 
man and published by C. H. Kerr & Co. 


Appeal to Reason 

Socialist Weekly with 100,000 enbecriben 
and the aamber growing with every ieene 


!• Unique— Nothing cls« like It 


scheme offers. Capital finds itself more 
amply protected, and labor finds an easier 
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Max Norte's article on American 
trarn and magnates which appeared m 
the Vioma Fme Presse, ha* raised a 
stir in aoctaSstte circles of Europe. It 
has also evoked editorial comment from 
tbe press generally and is quoted in con¬ 
nection with the recert invasion oi 
American capital in the old world. In 
part Nordau said: “The trust will not be 
confined to the western hemisphere. It 
will assume an international, a world 
character. Tbe monopolization of the 
steel industry of the entire world is a 
huge enterprise. It is not above the 
power of the giants who arc at the head 
ot the steel trust. 

"The steel business is a mighty indus¬ 
try, which in every country is in the 
hands of only a few. Negotiations for 
a universal combine need to be con¬ 
ducted with comparatively few individ¬ 
uals. It would not be difficult to reach 
an agreement. First national trusts 
will be organized and these will be 
formed into an international combine. 
Factories the world over will-be opened 
and dosed only at the command oi the 
trust kings. 

"The real lords of creation will meet 
in annual conference to determine how 
much iron and steel shall be manufac¬ 
tured. in what markets they shall be 
placed and the amount of wages for the 
various workingmen. All factory own¬ 
ers. employes and buyers will be forced 
to submit to these decrees, for all in¬ 
subordination will meet with severe pun¬ 
ishment. 

"They will obey like slaves and the 
entire world wiil find itself com|>elled 
to pay for pens, knives, nails and a hun¬ 
dred and one articles of steel and iron 
the price decided on by the magnates. 

"This will gradually place mankind in 
the power of a few conquerors. In this 
way a new feudalism will lx: called into 
existence, much more poweriu) and ex¬ 
acting than the old—an aristocracy of 
multimillionaires, more hauirhty than 
that of the crusaders, more self-willed 
than that of royalty.- which, though 
crowned, is hemmed in by oppressive 
constitutions Ncrc» will be created 
whose insane pride will originate un¬ 
known forms of abject submission and 
who will spur the servile disposition of 
the multilu' 1 '* to despicable expressions 
ot doggi*h flattery. Their covetousness 
will pump the pockets and veins of hu 
inanity to the dregs. Their whims will 
make wars and sow destructions. Theii 
fear of human liberty, their hatred of 
personal independence will strangle ot 
at least check the intellectual and moral 
progress of humanity. 

_—this picture exaggerated? It is 
true to the letter. The trusts have not 
vet had time to develop all their possi¬ 
bilities. to knosv their own strength. We 
have seen hew a Pullman allowed thou¬ 
sands of his workingmen to perish when 
they had the audacity to rct>e! against 
his sway. We have witnessed .how the 
sugar and tobacco trusts conceived ami 
brought about the Spanish-American 
war. imposed a protectorate over Cuba, 
alleged to have been freed, and demand¬ 
ed the hlo.lv conquest of the Philip¬ 
pines. t ’n the other hand, the gaping 
multitudes admire the generosity of a 
Rockefeller or a Carnegie who gave mil- 
• lions tor the tot:mbng oi educational in¬ 
stitutions. museums and public libraries. 
Thus evil and good seem to be balanced 
in the e>cs ot the superficial observers. 

"Remember that we have only to deal 
now with the firs: generation of these 
new ruiers of the world, the conquerors 
who with their or. hands have founded 
their golden empire I reiterate they 
art not aware oi the extent oi their sway. 
They are sons i.i the common people, 
offspring of obscure families. Most of 
them have begun life in poverty and 
humility like Charlc* Schwab, and they 
cannot ril themselves of ’he psychical 
conditions of their youth of deprivation. 
Wait till the sons oi these industry 
strangleis assume the reins of state. 
These wiil be tulle conscious of their 
prodigious power The Caesarian frenzy 
will possess them. 

“This is the natural development of 
trusts. They are a scourge of human¬ 
ity, a monster which civilization has gen¬ 
erated to its owr. annihilation. On the 
other hand. I believe that even the 
i trusts hide an element of the highest 
1 usefulness. Thev are not an end but a 
A transit. They mark another step toward 
the evil, but they prepare a certain 
progress also toward the good. 

“There is a dogma in the political 
economy which tor centuries has re¬ 
mained unassai'ed. Production and 
prices depend altogether on demand. 
\\ hen the demand is great then prices 
will rise steadily and the high prices in¬ 
duce manufacturers t-> flood the market. 
Then prices wiil decrease until they no 
* longer 'Per sufficient profit for the man- 
Bfacturers. 

"This dogma at.neur. clear and cred¬ 
ible. and vet it is false. It is only true 
in the early stages .i industrial life in 
its anarchic phase Every manufacturer 
locks himself in his narrow, mad selfish¬ 
ness. Hts cardinal aim is to pocket all 
the profits and be does not care that his 
neighbor suffers He manufactures at 
great demands in insane haste to the 
detriment at his fellow man who lags 
r'hltlhiil The latter is regarded as an" 
R^HRkdgBfcos'i he feel* constrained to 
rimq t tr to «re himself. He tries to 
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In a discussion of the good and bad 
effects of industrial consolidations, in the 
current number of the North American 
Review, Charles M. Schwab, who draws 
a million a year as manager of the steel 
trust, and secs nothing but good in them, 
bases his argument on the trade axiom 
that "the larger the output, the smaller, 
relatively, is the cost of production, and 
he says that it "is the recognition of this 
principle that has brought alxiut the era 
ot business consolidation now in full 
swing in the United States." A concern 
employing too.cxx) men can tie handled 
as easily today as one employing too fifty- 
years ago. and the cost *f production is 
greatly decreased. He cites as an ex¬ 
ample’ the Metropolitan Street Railway 
company in New York city, made by con¬ 
solidating eighteen distinct lines, each 
sup|x«rting a full compliment of officers. 
In the consolidation, Mr. II. H. Vrceland 
was made president ami the su[>er!luous 
officers dispensed with. Mr. Schwab dc- 
scriU-s this as “the cutting-off of a lot 
of dead wood," and he declares that "the 
benefit that has accrued from it is im¬ 
measurable." To enumerate: "The 
community has better service than it 
could have looked for in fifty years un¬ 
der the old scheme. The stockholder^ 
have more certain and growing returns, 
for the business of the old companies has 
been trebled by the new. thanks to the im¬ 
proved service. The numlicr of work¬ 
ingmen employed in tile service has lieeil 
increased fivefold and their wages have 
been increased from twenty-five to one 
hundred per cent. All this has come 
about liecausc the roads under combined 
management could avail themselves of 
expert services tile employment of • licit, 
under separate management, was out of 
the question." And in manufacturing, 
a further saving is effected by the lopping 
off of the middle-man, “who, at every 
step In-tween production and consump¬ 
tion. was wont to take a big slice of 
profit, adding so much to the ultimate 
cost without adding anything to the 
value." 

The popular idea that the main object 
of the consolidations is to increase prices, 
Mr. Schwab disputes. "Here and there,” 
lie says, "a combination may have been 
effected with the idea of increasing the 
cost to the buyer; hut wherever this has 
lx-ctl the case, the combination has 
failed”: and. he adds, it was "bound to 
fail,” Ucausc "any industry that is im¬ 
portant enough to warrant cofnbination 
is important enough to attract capital in 
competition, if it endeavors unfairly to 
increase the price of its production.” The 
Standard Oil company itself “was never 
at any stage abie to effect a monopoly,” 
and "it has today, and always lias had, 
a very considerable competition. It made 
hundreds of millions of dollars for its 
chief stockholders, not because it in¬ 
creased tbe price of oil. but because it 
lowered it. That was the only reason 
why it continued to exist and to flourish, 
to meet all comix-tition and to overcome 
it. It gave the consumer more for his 
money than he had ever received Ix-fore; 
and. therefore, the consumer made the 


Success has succeeded in enriching 
bondholders and impoverishing plow- 
holders. 

Success has succeeded in housing rob¬ 
bers in palaces and honest artisans in 
jail. 

Success has succeeded in shackling 
kthe people with a forged national debt 
which is not reduced by payment. 

Success has succeeded in turning go\- 
ernment over to eminent corruptionists 
and made bribery and thievery respecta¬ 
ble. 

Success has succeeded in making vice 
virtuous and virtue vicious. 

Success has succeeded in transferring 
the wealth of the useful to the fortunes 
of the useless. 

Success has succeeded in reducing the 
per cent of national wealth in the hands 
of producers from 43 '/j in 1860 to 17 in 
1890. 

Success has succeeded in increasing 
the per cent of national wealth in the 
possession of parasites from 56ji in 
i860 to 83 in 1890. 

Success has succeeded in cities in con¬ 
verting the council chamber into an aue- 
tion room and knocking down special 
privileges (and aldermen) to the highest 
briber. 

Success has succeeded in states in 


giving government over to mercenary 
and gluttonous corporations, permitting 
the rich to escape taxation anil corpora¬ 
tion lawyers to write decisions for judges 
on the bench. 

Success has succeeded in the nation at 
large in making liberty grotesque, 
statesmanship ridiculous, patriotism 
criminal, talent worthless and industry 
fruitless. 

Success has succeeded in stultifying 
intellect, brutalizing manhood, commer¬ 
cializing religion and sticking a Hag on 
the schoolhouse to cover its shame and 
deceive the new generation into believ¬ 
ing that this is "the land of the free and 
the home of the brave.” 


Coleridge discovered "two and seven¬ 
ty stenches, all well defined, and several 
stinks” in the city of Cologne. If he 
ciVuld visit Philadelphia where Quayism 
festers and rots like garbage under a 
tropical sun he could count ten times 
more stinks than ever existed in Co¬ 
logne. 


The colonization of Jews in Palestine, 
old Canaan, once given to Abraham for 
an inheritance, the first great land grant 
on record, is said to be progressing sat¬ 
isfactorily. It is not likely that the Jews 
in the United States will pull up stakes 
and emigrate to Canaan, hut there arc 
multiplied thousands of them in other 
lands w’ho would find the old country 
of their fathers a great improvement on 
present conditions, and rich Jews seem 
determined to rescue the land from the 
rule of the sultan, rebuild Jerusalem and 
the temple, and re-establish the kindom 
of David and Solomon. The idea is a 
good one. 
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A I.ahor dav exhibition of apprecia- 
tinn of the triumph of labor in trying to 
catch swine by grasping their greased 
tails, is not an intellectual exercise. 

Grievance, scale, scab, conference, 
meetings, orations, resolutions, svmpa- 
thv. strike, assessment, collection, distri¬ 
bution. parade, injunction, marshals, 
clubs, blows, troops, guns, bullets, bang, 
dead, dying, wounded, compromise, fiz¬ 
zle. The old storv. Better trv Social- 
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F. Lasse11s The Workingman's Program. 10 

Cbas. H. Vail—The Industrial Evolution. 05 

THEODORE DEBS, SacreUry Treasurer, 
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A PRIMER OF SOCIALISM 


A 32-psf* pampblat which oootxina la ad¬ 
dition to tha “ Pruaar of Socialism,” by G. O. 
Clamans, “ Socializing a State,” by tha lata 
Lauranca Groalund, sad "Economic Terms 
and Phrases,” by A. P. Haul. 

On* of tho fltronfaat pamphlala for propa¬ 
ganda yat laauad. A aplaadld vote-maker, and 
thouaaodi should bo circulated before election 
PER COPT. • CENT*—PER 100, Rt.tO 
Addraee, Deb* Pabliahlar Co. 

Terre Haute, Indiaaa 


dltioa to tbe u Primer or Bocuusm, by L 
Clamans, “ Socialising: a State,” by tha 


Terra HanU, India an. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 


Emperor McKinley, owing to the seri¬ 
ous affliction of the empress, will decline 
all invitations to parades, reviews, ban¬ 
quets, etc., and will send his cabinet 
satraps to represent him on such oc¬ 
casions. 


TO BUY..TO READ 
AND CIRCULATE 

Baud orders arith price, which includes coat of mail* 
ing, to Theoder* Doha, IB* Washington street, Chicago. 
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